4 LOCAL NEWS

ASBURY PARK PRESS - WEDNESOAY, FEB. 10, 2010

Pt. Beach cop sues council over firing
Clamxs dispatcher dmched without notice

By MATTHEW McGRATH
TOMS RIVER BUREAU

POINT PLEASANT BEACH —
A borough police officer is
suing the Borough Council
for violating the state laws
‘regulating public meet-
ings.

In his complaint, Lt
Robert Dikun said the
council did not give Dandel
Sienlietano, who was hired
on a fill-time basis at a sal-
ary of more than $50,000
each year, adequate notice
about the discussion of his
employment by the Bor
ough Couricil,

“Failures like this work

against the principles of

transparency and open
government - they have
to be more than just bugz
words,” Dikun said in a
prepared statement. “The
taxpayers are entitled to it
and have every right to ex-

pectit.”

Dikom wants the court to
say that the Borough

Council knowingly vio-

lated the state open meet

ings law, wants the mayor
and six council members
to be assessed proper pen-
alties, and he wants to pre-
vent the borough from pro-
tecting the seven elected
officials with -its lability
insurance. The penalties
range from $100 to $500. In
Jan. 19, the council met in
a closed session to discuss
firing Siculletano, a full-
time provisional police dis-
patcher with benefits, and
replace him with twe part-
time communications offi-
cers without benefits,
Dikun alleges.

“The decision to elimi-
nate that position was not
discussed in closed ses-
sion,” Councilman Sean
Hennessy said. "I made the
decision to regcind his pro-
visional  appointment and
replace it with two part-
time positions ... It saved
the town money, about

$41,000.”

Hennessy confirmed that

“he did suggest the change
to the position in public.

following a closed sesgion,
but it was not discussed be-
hind closed doors. How-
ever, the agenda for that
evening indicated that it
would be discussed,

The decision to hire Si-
cudietano in December was
split 4-8, with Mayor Vin-
cent Barrells casting the
tie-breaking . vote, Hen-
nessy said. Hennessy,
Councilmen Frank Rizzo
and Raymond Cerving
voted against Siculietano’s
appointment.

The vote to rescind that
appointment also was split,
The council voted 42 in
favor of eliminating the po-
sition. Councilwoman
Kristine Tooker and Tim
Lurrie cast the dissenting
ballots, 'I‘mker cenﬁrmed

“I surprlsas me that I
would be named in this
lawsuit because I voted to
keep the postion,” Tooker

said. “I don't like when -
" morale suffers hecause of -
the council’s actions.”

leun. an officer in the
Investigation and Profes-
gional Standards Division
within the borough' Police
Department, filed his com-
plaint Monday in Supéerior
Court ih Toms River,

“This complaint was not
filed in my official capacity
within the Police Depart-
ment,” Dikun said. “1 do
not support the abolition of
an. essential position,
which can have the effect
of jeopardizing public.
safety,” - _

Dikin, who also is an at-
torney, is not representing
Siculietano, he said,

“it is a civil claim, and
nothing more, that arises
from the council’s failure
to adhere to the statutory -
provisions of the act”
Dikun sald.

Muatthew McGrath:
782-557-5704 or
mmcgrath@opp.com
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